
Othello Argumentative Paper Sample Outline 

 

"Shakespeare presents a noble man of singleness of purpose and simplicity with a mind as direct 

as a straight line. He is important to the State but the fact that he is a Moor incites the envy of 

little-minded people. Desdemona loves him, he marries her, then the seed of suspicion is sown. 

The fact that he is an alien among white people makes his mind work more quickly. He feels 

dishonor more deeply. His color heightens the tragedy." 

Paul Robeson, actor, 1930  

 

I. Introduction 
a. Thesis (_____ because ______):  

Othello's race plays a critical role in his downfall because his experiences with white 

Venetians bred insecurity and suspicion. 

 

II. Body Paragraph #1 

a. Topic Sentence:  Characters like Brabantio, Iago, and Emilia make their racism 

clear, subtly and insidiously convincing Othello's subconscious that he is 

unworthy. 

 

b. Quote/Textual Evidence: 

• Brabantio's disbelief that Desdemona could have fallen for a Moor (1.3) 

• Iago's animal imagery (1.1) + "I hate the Moor" (1.3.429) 

• Emilia: "She was too fond of her most filthy bargain" (5.2.) 

 

 

III.  Body Paragraph #2 

a. Topic Sentence:  Iago successfully preys on Othello's insecurity about his race to 

sway his mind against Desdemona. 

 

b. Quote/Textual Evidence: 
▪ Iago: "Not to affect many proposed matches / Of her own clime, 

complexion, and degree, / Whereto we see in all things nature tends – / 

Foh! One may smell in such a will most rank, / Foul (disproportion), 

thoughts unnatural (3.3.269-273). 



 

 

 

IV. Counter-Argument 
a. What is the opposing viewpoint? 

Others say that Othello's race has nothing to do with his downfall because he is a 

successful, respected general in the Venetian army. 

 

b. Explain their argument 

▪ "Noble Othello" 
▪ Lodovico's surprise that Othello slaps Desdemona 

 

c. Refute it (why is it wrong/not the best argument?) 

▪ He was of royal birth in his home country, but Venice doesn't care; 

Othello is supposed to feel grateful for his role of general. 

▪ Characters consistently refer to him as "the Moor," much more so than 

"general." 

 

 

V. Conclusion 


